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country work is all-important and idleness tie greatest foe.
So America idolises work however humble it may be, and des-
pises the idle however rich or noble-blooded they may be. He
respects a self-made man, even as he despises a snob who is all-
convention and show with no real merit. He is therefore es-
sentially democratic and practical, and cares for little else* He
has unlimited self-confidence, optimism and a desire to test
all things and hold fast to that which he finds useful.
It is these qualities which in the end stand him in good
stead against the paralysing effect of centralised industry. So
long as he has them he will not go under. On the other hand,
he will march ahead from success to success, for these are the
qualities of youth and abounding life. But who can tell IK/W
late or how early centralisation will prevent the free circula-
tion of the life-blood of the nation to its various members and
cause them to pant for life and die ! Heaven forbid such a cala-
mity. But nations who expend their youth, forgetting the laws
of nature, cannot hope to save themselves. This is the grim
lesson which the rise and fall of nations through the ages
abundantly teach. Will industrialism be the canker at the
beart which will eat at the vitals of America and bring to a
premature and speedy end this youthful civilisation bounding
today with new life and promise!